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Geetings! From the Sigma Chapter of Beta Theta

Greetings Sigma Chapter Alumni! My name is Ryan Oelk
and | am the 2008 president for our chapter of Beta Thet:
Over the past year, the sigma chapter as well as the chaj
house has gone through many accomplishments and

changes. For those of you wdo not know we won the

North Dakota Award for excellence in Chapter newsletters
and have had a recent graduate of ours Ryan BeBaia®8 -
appointed to our chapter advisory position.

the many events aratcomplishments we have had in this’

past year. Our attendance at leadership colleges has gre
increased, the type and variety of philanthropy and
fundraiser events we offer has improved and we look to
offer new opportunities for you, the alumni, to jois at the
house and get to know us better. We hope to see you all
soon.

Yours in ~kai~
Ryan Oelkers £ 1101

Future House Plans

e » .‘.-,1
Our chapter house812 Castle Pt Tétrace

As many of us know maintaining a home can be an arduous ]
task and the upkeep becomes more difficult and necessary when theff? tf1/S /SSl/e:
house continues to age. In order to maintain, modernize, and
beautify the Sigma Chapter house, we have already complete® Beta Leadership 2
necessary pjects. The front and rear stair cases have been repaired

in order to increase stability and structural integrity, as well as,® Sports/  Alumni Football 3

securing the stairs from pulling away from the wall as was the case

on the front set. Beta Balll 4
® Alumni Visit 4

The Housing Corporation is also curredtipking into
replacing the front and kitchen doors to increase security and _
prevent drafts As part of that same initiative there are a numbef ofcenvention 2007 5
windows that need to be replaced because of various damageg. In
addition, we are looking to replace the oldad frame windows in* RuSh 2008 Plans 6
"Virgin" (room 6). It has also come to our attention (due to recgt
leaking issues stemming from repairs to the second floor

bathroom), that the house pipes aver one hundred years old. ® Philanthropy 8
Continued on Page 2 1

Meet the new pledge class 7




HousePlansi Continued from Page 1

Obviously this israss and iron plumg
Is notoptimumandshould be replaced with PVC
or another alternativeWhile, there are no hard
estimates on what this project might cost, our
expectations are that it will cost up to $20,000.

Because of codes and laws work was
done to install sprinkler syems throughout the
house. This work has been done but there is still
approximately $50,000 left to pay off on the
sizable loan obtained for this work. Lastly, the
chapter needs to make extensive repairs on the
roof. Over the years our donations and haoak
have assisted in the completion of many projects
to make the Sigma Chapter a better place for the
brothers. With a combined effort of continued
hard work and financial assistance from the
alumni, we shall continue to maintain and care
for our home away from home.

Jake Ausfahl
E 1030

Beta Leadership
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY

The Chapter Presiden
once again took place where it all began in Oxford
Ohio. Each year since its creation we have sent outr
chapter president to attend the leadership college t«
gain knowledge needed to help run a successful
chapterWhile most of the weekend was mainly
workshops and classes, there was a great amount
time where the chapter presidents were able to free
explore Miami University. One of the most interestir
things | happened to come upon in my travels was 1
actualpeg leg used by John Holt Duncan.

While the museum at the administrative offic
was impressive, the academy provided some of the
most intense and informative information sessions ¢
focus groups. In my group | was lucky enough to he
my advisor be th&lational Fraternity President of

Beta Theta Pi, P. Thomas Purinton. The academy
provided me with a wealth of knowledge not only or
how to manage and lead a team through to the end
also gave a better understanding on the ritual and it
application to oubrotherhood.

-

KEYSTONE

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

The Keystone Regional Leadership Conferer
was created in 2005 in an effort to provide chapter
executive boards with an education in officer
development, principled leadership, and volunteer
training. During Keystone chapter officers and
advisors are expected to attend individual officer
tracks to learn how to lead their chapters and set g¢
with the executive board.

This year, Keystone was held in Cherry Hill,
NJ from February-80. While last year we were able
to send five brothergsdm out executive board to
attend, | am pleased to say this year we were able 1
send all eight executive board members. Brothers il
attendance from the Sigma Chapter included Matth
Reihl X 1093, Lee BurwelkE 1099, Ryan Oelkers
1101, James BurklE 1103, Brian Bayz 1106, Neal
TwaddelX 1109, Andrew CodneX 1111 and Mike
Collinsx 1112.

While there was a good amount of time durir
Keystone set aside for
about their positions and what was expected of ther
during theirofficer tracks. There was also a large
amount of time for the team to sit down together an
work out the problems of their executive board as w
as their Beta chapter as a whole and it was this tim
most of them found helpful. It is because of leaders
opportunities such as this one that we as a chapter
be able to work harder and reach bigger and greate
goal which we set for ourselves in the future.

Ryan Oelkers
21101




Sports

This year many members of the Sigma chapter
have been extremely active in athletics on campus.
Senior Brian Weiner and junior Brian Baye both on
the fencing team; Brian competes in Sabre and has
qualified for the NCAA tournament twice in his career,
while Brian Bay competes in Epee, while Matt Reihl
competed in his final year on the track and field team.
The Sigma chapter has been vprgductive in the Greek
Leagues this year. We have made the playoffs for Soc
football, and Basketball, and are doing very well in
softball.

Senior Zak Lenz finished his final wrestling
season here at Stevens; he wrestled in the 157 pounc
weight classand was the coaptain. The Sigma chapter
boasted a humber of other wrestlers including,
sophomore James Roarty who competed in the
heavyweight division, sophomore Kyle Brisson in the
125 pound class, and Ernie Guiamano in the 184 clas
although his seasowas cut short due to injury.

At right : clockwise from the top, some of our Beta Athletes
action: Zak Lenz, Matt Reihl, Efe Kuyumcand Brian
Weiner.

Alumni Active Football Game

The annual AlumniActive football game was a huge success this year with a large showing of acti
alumni, and even a couple of fans. The compet.
settled in regulation. The first game was aelgame and the actives squeaked by with a win. While in the
second game the alumni took vengeance and won easily. With the day growing late the players decided
to overtime, similar to college rules (Each team has 4 downs to get a touchdoing atétte 25 yard line). The
actives started with the ball and, were unsucc
turn, if they scored a touchdown victory would be theirs. Senior Eric McCormick saved the day by comin
of nowhee and swatting away a Wlnnlng touchdown. The alumni had the ball on the one yard line

. and tried to pound it in but the actives groupe
together and prevented defeat. It was once ay
the actives ball, the first three downs were all
deepballs and unsuccessfidn fourth down
the alumni blitzed and quarterback Eric
McCormick under pressure was forced to thrc
it short to sophomore Jon Monahan. He shou
have been tackled immediately but using a
couple of quick cuts and his speed, Monahan
managed to elude his would be tacklers and
sprint 25 yards for the touchdown and sealed
victory for the actives. The event was a huge
success, win or lose all the participants admit
that they had a great time and were extremel’
exhausted. After the ganeseryone went back
‘ - ; : to the house and enjoyed pizza.
R S Jon Monahan

Senior Eric McCormick finds hole in the E 1121
defense and runs for it.




Beta Ball

This yeardés Beta Ball was a huge success al
year 6s Bal | evdthe Fratereal Rifty anard byasaocge Bonicci. George graduated from
Stevens in 1959 and was 580 on the roll of the Sigma chapter. It was a great experience to have Geor

accepting his award and we e nc oallrBetgBall was a let ofdun an
we hope for an even better Ball for next year.

Bruce Knapp
Z 1113

Some of the actives toast to a long night of dancing o )
merrymaking George Boniccieceives his

Fraternal Fifty award

Alumni Stop By for a Visit

On the evening of Januari fhis year, several alumni took part in a night of real beer pong and
enjoying the house they once called home. The night was quite a success as there were a number of ¢
members who also joined the fun and enjoyed stories of many Beta generations past. The basement w
bl asting music of the 8006s and 9006s and a var.i
beer pong. The alumni guests included Dan Sweeney, Joel KelleG&eahy, Jay Meurer, Al Balkiewicz,
Matt Schoen(Couch), Michael Laain, Stew Hengeveld, Bill Vasiliadis and Jack Cervino (I apologize if |
have left anyone out but most attendees were not exactly sober by the end of the evening). As expecte
and Jayan the pong table the entire night as it seemed they had not missed a step from their college d
actives would also like to thank the alumni who came for the donations of ddplgang pong table as well
as paddles and a tub of pipgng ballsWith the success of such an event, the actives would like to exten
invitation to all alumni to join us for a similar night in the near future. The details for that night were set
using the email list SigmaAlumni@yahoogroups.coamd | encourage anyone interested in hearing of sim
events to join this group. To do themail Brett Fowler aBfowler@stevens.edu

Eric McCor mi ck £ 1086
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Convention 2007

This yearb6s annual convention of Beta Thet
Hotel and Resort. The Convention had its biggest attendance to date with over 800 Betas and their g
actively participating, including over 400 undergradsThe t heme of t halee yeal
flammam Af an the fl ame, 0 and spread the Beta Sp

The Sigma Chapter sent out an impressive 9 brothers to Otlaisdeear. There, the brothers
congregated with Bates from across the country. The Brothers and guests congregated for the first til
Friday. They were greeted by the National president who warmly greeted his fellow brothers and thei
guests. Throughduhe weekend the Brothers of the Sigma chapter were kept extremely busy. Chaptel
President Eric McCormick attended the Delegate Meeting while the other brothers attended the Petel
Grenier Leadership College, where they gathered with different BdteBrbthers spent the majority of
their weekend with their newly formed group performing workshops in which the brothers shared ides
thoughts about improving individual chapters and the overall image of the fraternity member throughc
America.

Spe¢ al Guest speaker, fADi ppero Dipaol o Mich
a presentation called Athe Naked Truth. o Nat.
suggestions on improving ones resume and gave advice for cafteexllege. Yet, the premiere guest of
the weekend was Senator Richard Lugar of Denison. He gave a motivational speech on life after coll
achieving your dr eams. He ended by proudly st

While not by working, the brothers of the Sigma Chapter found many ways to pass the time.
relaxed at the pool, played volleyball, explored the hotel area and its facilities, and enjoyed Universal
Studios. The Brothers describe the trip as one that really drtheygroup closer together. There were ma
ritual activities as well, there was a marchi
Ceremony. The weekend sadly came to an end with a model initiation in which 3 new Bates joined th
brotherhoodfollowed by a remake of the great conversation. It was truly a remarkable experience lea

Betas with one thing | eft on their mind, dDal
Jon Monahan
F 1121

All brothers in attendance enjoyed the formal dinners, guest speakers, and bonding events.
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